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1
SUTURE CLAMP AND GASTROINTESTINAL
SUTURE ANCHOR SET DEVICE USING
SAME

TECHNICAL FIELD

The present disclosure relates generally to suture clamps
used in surgical procedures, and more particularly to a suture
clamp that is a portion of a gastrointestinal suture anchor set
device.

BACKGROUND

In order to assist in the long term placement of gastric
catheters and feeding tubes, a patient’s stomach must often be
lifted against the abdominal wall. Generally, the stomach
should be lifted against the abdominal wall for a duration long
enough for a tract to form between the outside of the patient’s
body and the stomach. In one strategy, three gastric suture
anchors may be inserted into the patient’s stomach in a trian-
gular pattern surrounding the intended central location for a
forthcoming gastric catheter or feeding tube. After each gas-
tric suture anchor is lifted toward the abdominal wall, an
external suture clamp is utilized to clamp onto the surface of
the suture adjacent the patient’s skin. Tension in the suture
between the clamp and the anchor maintain the patient’s
stomach lifted against the abdominal wall. Thereafter, a gas-
tric catheter or feeding tube is inserted through the skin into
the stomach, through the central portion surrounded by the
triangular pattern of anchor clamp combinations. After the
tract from the patient’s skin to the stomach has formed, the
clamps can be released.

International PCT publication number WO 2009/027860
teaches a suture retention hub that may be used as part of a
suture clamp assembly as previously described. The retention
hub includes a base with an aperture that extends there-
through. The hub also includes a handle pivotally mounted to
a portion of the base. The handle also includes an aperture.
When a suture is received through the base and handle aper-
tures, and the handle is in a released configuration, the reten-
tion hub may be slid along a length of suture. When the handle
is rotated toward the base, the suture may be frictionally
crimped, and is prevented from further movement through the
hub. The device appears to include a lock for preventing the
handle from moving from the crimped position back to the
released sliding configuration. The suture retention hub
appears to include several drawbacks, including an apparent
need for relatively tight geometrical tolerances in order to
work as described, and may have difficulty in initially receiv-
ing a suture thread, even while in its open sliding configura-
tion. The device also appears relatively complex and expen-
sive to manufacture.

The present disclosure is directed toward one or more of
the problems set forth above.

SUMMARY OF THE DISCLOSURE

In one aspect, a gastrointestinal suture anchor set device
includes a pusher slidably received in a needle. A suture
clamp assembly includes an anchor attached to one end of a
length of suture, which is slidably received in a sequence of
passages defined by a suture clamp in a high profile sliding
configuration. The anchor is received in one end of the needle,
with the suture extending outside of the needle. The clamp
includes a series of disks movable to a low profile clamped
configuration at which different segments of the suture are
clamped between faces of adjacent disks. The series of disks
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define a sequence of suture passages that are segments of a
tortuous pathway through the clamp traversed by the suture.

In another aspect, a suture clamp includes a series of disks
movable from a high profile sliding configuration to a low
profile clamped configuration. The series of disks define a
sequence of suture passages that are segments of a tortuous
pathway through the suture clamp. Each of the suture pas-
sages extends between opposite faces of one of the disks. The
tortuous pathway includes different segments between faces
of adjacent disks connecting consecutive suture passages
when in the low profile clamped configuration.

In still another aspect, a method of treating a patient
includes piercing through the abdominal skin into the stom-
ach of the patient with a needle of a gastrointestinal suture
anchor set device. An anchor of the device is deployed into the
stomach by advancing a pusher through the needle. The
needle is withdrawn from the patient leaving a segment of
suture extending from the patient into the stomach with one
end attached to the anchor. The stomach is pulled against the
abdominal wall by tensioning the suture. A suture clamp in a
high profile sliding configuration is slid along the suture
toward the anchor such that the suture moves through a
sequence of suture passages that are segments of a tortuous
pathway through the clamp. The suture is clamped in the
clamp by moving the suture clamp from the high profile
sliding configuration to a low profile clamped configuration
such that different segments of the suture are clamped
between faces of adjacent disks of the clamp while a segment
of the suture between the anchor and clamp remains in ten-
sion.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 11is a top view of a sterilized package containing four
gastrointestinal suture anchor set devices according to the
present disclosure;

FIG. 2 is a side sectioned view of a gastrointestinal suture
anchor set device from the package of FIG. 1 with its blunt
end holder removed;

FIG. 3 is a side sectioned view through a patient with the
anchor being deployed from the distal end of the needle of the
gastrointestinal suture anchor set device of FIG. 2;

FIG. 4 is a side sectioned view through the patient similar
to FIG. 3 after the needle has been withdrawn from the patient
leaving the anchor in the patient’s stomach with the attached
suture extending out of the patient;

FIG. 5 is a view similar to FIG. 4 after tensioning the suture
to lift the patient’s stomach toward their abdominal wall;

FIG. 6 is a sectioned side view of the patient similar to FIG.
5 after the suture clamp has been slid along the suture and
moved from its sliding configuration to its low profile
clamped configuration adjacent the patient’s skin;

FIG. 7 is a perspective view of a suture clamp in a high
profile sliding configuration according to one embodiment of
the present disclosure;

FIG. 8 is a perspective view of a suture clamp according to
a second embodiment of the present disclosure, prior to
assembly;

FIG. 9 is a perspective view of the suture clamp of FIG. 8
in its high profile sliding configuration;

FIG. 10 is a perspective view of the suture clamp of FIGS.
8 and 9 after being moved to its low profile clamped configu-
ration;

FIG. 11 is a perspective view of a suture clamp according
to still another embodiment of the present disclosure in its
high profile sliding configuration; and
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FIG. 12 is a sectioned view through the suture clamp of
FIG. 11 after being moved to its low profile clamped configu-
ration.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

FIG. 1 shows an example commercial embodiment accord-
ing to the present disclosure in which four gastrointestinal
suture anchor set devices 50 share a common sterilized pack-
age 81. Each of the suture anchor set devices 50 may be
protectively housed in a blunt end holder 80 to cover the
relatively sharp needle tip housed therein. The sterilized
package 81 may contain four suture anchor set devices 50 in
order to provide the health care practitioner with the three
used in a typical application and an extra in case a problem
occurs such that four are needed instead of three. In any event,
those skilled in the art will appreciate that the gastrointestinal
suture anchor set devices 50 according to the present disclo-
sure could be individually packaged, or packaged in different
multiples without departing from the scope of the present
disclosure. FIG. 2 shows a sectioned view of one of the
gastrointestinal suture anchor set devices 50 with the blunt
end holder 80 removed to reveal a pusher 52 that is slidably
received in a needle 51. A suture clamp assembly 60 includes
an anchor 62 attached to one end 64 of a length of suture 61.
The anchor 62 is received in one end 54 of needle 51, with the
suture 61 extending outside 55 of the needle 51. The length of
suture 61 is slidably received in a sequence of passages
defined by a suture clamp 10 in a high profile sliding configu-
ration 20. When in the high profile sliding configuration 20,
suture clamp 10 may be easily grasped and slid along the
length of suture 61.

Referring to FIG. 7, the suture clamp 10 according to one
example embodiment is shown enlarged in the high profile
sliding configuration 20. In particular, suture clamp 10
includes a series of disks 11 and 12 defining a sequence of
suture passages 18a-c that are segments of a tortuous pathway
15 through suture clamp 10 that is traversed by suture 61. The
suture passages 18a-c may be distributed in any suitable
pattern. However, if the suture passages 18a-c are offset rela-
tive to each other, this might prevent suture overlapping when
the suture clamp is moved to its low profile clamped configu-
ration. In some instances, avoiding suture overlap may assist
in avoiding suture slip. Suture clamp 10 is traversed by suture
61. Suture clamp is movable to a low profile clamped con-
figuration 21 (FIG. 6) at which different segments 26a and
26b of suture 61 are clamped, without overlapping each other,
between faces 23a and 235 of disks 11 and 12, respectively.
Faces 23a and 235 may include some suitable texturing that
assists in better gripping of suture 61 when the faces 23a and
23b are brought together to clamp onto the non-overlapping
segments 26a and 264 of suture 61. Nevertheless, non-over-
lapping suture segments would also fall within the intended
scope of the disclosure. In the illustrated embodiment, faces
23a and 234 are formed to include a series of horizontal ridges
and valleys that are oriented at an angle with regard to suture
segments 26a and 265 in order to increase friction on, and
prevent slippage of, suture 61.

In the case of suture clamp 10, the pair of disks 11 and 12
are joined by a hinge 30, which may be living hinge if suture
clamp 10 is molded from a homogenous integral piece of
plastic. For instance, suture clamp 10 may be injection
molded as a single piece from polypropylene or polyethylene
due to their suitability for snap fit and living hinge applica-
tions. Other plastics would also fall within the intended scope
of'this disclosure as well. The structure of the hinge 133 and
clamp 134 might be such that protuberances on hinge path
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1335 are received in counterpart indents on the hinge half
133a in a manner similar to the described clasp associated
with the embodiment of FIG. 7. In addition, disks 11 and 12
may also be joined with a clasp 31 when suture clamp 10 is in
the low profile clamped configuration 21 as shown in FIG. 6.
Clasp 31 may consist of a first half 314 integral with disk 11
and a second half 315 integral with disk 12. Portion 31a may
include protuberances on either side that are received as snap
fit detents into concave portions on the inner facing ends of
the other clamp half 315. In this way, the clasp snaps into
place and resists reopening once the suture clamp 10 is placed
in the low profile clamped configuration 21 as shown in FIG.
6. Suture clamp 10 is also notable for showing that each ofthe
disks 11 and 12 defines two offset suture passages 18a-b and
18c¢-d, respectively, that each extend between opposite faces
23a, b and 24a, b, respectively. Preferably the diameter of
suture passages 18 are larger than the diameter of suture 61 so
that the suture can slide easily therethrough when the suture
clamp 10 is in the high profile sliding configuration 20 as
shown in FIGS. 2 and 7. It is also important to note that in the
suture clamp 10 of FIG. 7, suture passages 18a and 185 are
non-consecutive segments of tortuous pathway 15. In other
words, the segment of suture 61 extending through passage
18a is separated from the segment of suture 61 passing
through passage 185 by suture segment 26a. Likewise, the
segment of suture 61 through passage 18¢ is separated from
the segment through passage 184 by suture segment 26b.
Thus, the tortuous pathway 15 through the suture clamp 10 of
FIG. 7 includes two internal segments 26a and 265 and also
and external segment that extends between passage 185 and
18¢. Suture clamp 10 may include relatively sharp corner
surfaces on faces 23a and 235 to assist in gripping suture 61,
but may include relatively soft curved corners and edges on
all exposed surfaces when suture clamp 10 is in the low profile
clamped configuration 21 so as not to irritate a patient or
provide sharp corners that could catch on something, such as
clothing that may make contact with suture clamp 10. When
in the low profile clamped configuration 21, suture clamp 10
may have dimensions resembling a button with a diameter of
about a half inch in thickness on the order of about a tenth of
an inch. Nevertheless, the dimensions of the suture clamp 10
may scale or be changed to suit any particular surgical pro-
cedure without departing from the present disclosure. Inaddi-
tion, suture clamp 10 may be partially or entirely overmolded
with silicone if deemed desirable for better patient comfort.
Although the clamping faces 23a and 235 are shown are being
relatively planar with texturing, curved and/or untextured
faces would also fall within the intended scope of the present
disclosure.

Referring to FIGS. 8-10, a suture clamp 110 according to a
second embodiment of the present disclosure includes iden-
tical first and second disks 111 and 112 that each include half
of'a hinge 133 and half of a clasp 134. In particular, disk 111
includes half of a hinge 133a that integrally extends from one
edge of disk 111 and a second half of the hinge 1335 that
extends from the edge of disk 112. Suture clamp 110 may
include an offset hole pattern 118a-d similar to the suture
clamp 10 described with regard to FIG. 7. However, suture
clamp 110 differs from the earlier embodiment in that each
disk is identical and each includes half of the hinge 133 and
half ofthe clasp 134. Thus, both the hinge 133 and clamp 134
have identical structures, but only the hinge portion is mated
when the suture clamp 110 is in its high profile sliding con-
figuration 120 as shown in FIG. 9. The design of suture clamp
110 allows for a single mold for one of the disks 111 or 112 to
be made from a suitable molded plastic. Any two of the
formed disks may then be joined to form a suture clamp 110
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according to this embodiment of the present disclosure. Thus,
geometry of hinge 133 and clasp 134 may be substantially
identical to the structure of clasp 31 for suture clamp 10
described earlier.

Referring to FIGS. 11 and 12, a suture clamp 210 according
to still another embodiment ofthe present disclosure includes
a series of three disks 211, 212 and 213 that are intercon-
nected by living hinges 230a and 2305. In this example, each
pair of disks 211 and 212, 212 and 213 include a clasp 231a
and 2315, respectively, that take the form of a hook that
engages an edge formed in middle disk 212. The hook por-
tions of clasp 231a and 2315 are formed on the end disks 211
and 213, respectively. As with the previous embodiments, the
series of disks 211/212 and 212/213 define a sequence of
passages 218a-e that define non-consecutive segments of a
tortuous pathway 215 through suture clamp 210. Suture
clamp 210 is shown in its high profile sliding configuration in
FIG. 11 and in a sectioned view in FIG. 12 in its low profile
clamped configuration 221. Also, as in the previous embodi-
ments, segments of suture 261 are clamped or pinched
between adjacent faces of adjacent disks to inhibit sliding on
suture 261 when in the low profile clamped configuration 221
is shown in FIG. 12. In all disclosed embodiments, the com-
bination of the tortuous path through the suture clamp and the
friction created by the clamping faces onto the suture com-
bine to lock the suture in place and prevent the sliding of the
same after being place in the low profile clamped configura-
tion.

INDUSTRIAL APPLICABILITY

Suture clamps according to the present disclosure may find
potential application in any surgical situation where a suture
clamp may be needed. The present disclosure finds particular
application in relation to suture clamps for use in gastrointes-
tinal suture anchor set devices. In such a situation, the suture
clamp may bear against the skin of the patient while a tract
forms between the outside of the patient’s body and their
stomach for easier access to the stomach via a gastric catheter
or feeding tube.

Referring to FIGS. 1-6, a method of using a gastrointestinal
suture anchor set device 50 according to the present disclo-
sure may begin by opening sterilized package 81 and remov-
ing one of the devices so therefrom. Thereafter, the blunt end
holder 80 may be removed to reveal the sharp end of needle
51. The health care provider may then initiate treatment of the
patient 40 by piercing through the abdominal skin 41 into the
stomach 42 of the patient with needle 51 of the gastrointesti-
nal suture anchor set device 50. after confirming proper place-
ment, the anchor 62 is then deployed in the patient’s stomach
42 by advancing pusher 52 through needle 51 as shown in
FIG. 3. Next, the needle 51 is withdrawn from the patient 40
leaving a segment of suture 61 extending from outside the
patient into the stomach 42, with one end attached to the
anchor 62. Next, the stomach 42 of the patient is pulled
against the abdominal wall by tensioning the suture 61 so that
anchor 62 bears against the wall of the patient’s stomach 42 as
best shown in FIG. 5. Next, the suture clamp 10 is slid while
in a high profile sliding configuration 20 along suture 61
toward anchor 62. When this occurs, the suture 61 moves
through a sequence of suture passages 18 that are segments of
a tortuous pathway 15 through the suture clamp 10. Finally,
when the suture clamp 10 is in proper position adjacent the
skin 41 of the patient 40, the suture clamp 10 is moved from
its high profile sliding configuration 20 to its low profile
clamped configuration 21 as best shown in FIG. 6. When this
is done, different segments of the suture 26a and 265 are
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6

clamped between faces 23a and 236 of adjacent disks 11 and
12 of suture clamp 10 while a segment of the suture between
anchor 62 and suture clamp 10 remains in tension. Thereafter,
the excess portion of suture 61 extending away from suture
clamp 10 can be trimmed away. This procedure may be twice
more repeated until forming a triangular pattern on the
patient’s abdomen for surrounding a central location for
placement of a gastric catheter or feeding tube in a known
manner. As described, when the suture clamp is moved from
its high profile sliding configuration 20 to its low profile
clamped configuration 21, adjacent disks 11, 12 are pivoted
toward each other about a hinge 30 that connects the adjacent
disks. The suture clamp 10 is maintained in its low profile
clamped configuration by also joining adjacent disks 11 and
12 with a clasp 31 positioned opposite to hinge 30. The
embodiments of the suture clamp 110 and 210 shown in
FIGS. 8-12 have slightly different forms but function in a
manner similar to that described with regard to the suture
clamp 10 shown in FIGS. 1-7.

It should be understood that the above description is
intended for illustrative purposes only, and is not intended to
limit the scope of the present disclosure in any way. For
instance, suture passages through the disks that are aligned as
opposed to being offset, as shown, would also fall within the
intended scope of the present disclosure. Thus, those skilled
in the art will appreciate that other aspects of the disclosure
can be obtained from a study of the drawings, the disclosure
and the appended claims.

What is claimed is:

1. A gastrointestinal suture anchor set device comprising:

a needle;

a pusher slidably received in the needle;

a suture clamp assembly with an anchor attached to one end
of a length of suture, which is slidably received in a
sequence of suture passages defined by a clamp in a high
profile sliding configuration;

the anchor being received in one end of the needle with the
suture extending outside of the needle;

the clamp includes a series of disks movable to a low profile
clamped configuration at which different segments of
the suture are clamped between faces of adjacent disks;

each disk of the series of disks having opposite faces sepa-
rated by a thickness of the disk, and each of the suture
passages extending through the thickness between the
opposite faces of one of the disks; and

the series of disks defining the sequence of suture passages
that are segments of a tortuous pathway through the
clamp traversed by the suture, and the tortuous pathway
includes different segments between faces of adjacent
disks connecting consecutive suture passages when in
the low profile clamped configuration.

2. The device of claim 1 wherein the series of disks is a

single pair of disks joined by a hinge.

3. The device of claim 2 wherein the disks are also joined
by a clasp in the low profile clamped configuration.

4. The device of claim 3 wherein the hinge is a living hinge
and the clamp is a homogenous integral piece of plastic.

5. The device of claim 3 wherein the pair of disks are
identical to each other, with each including half of the hinge
and half of the clasp.

6. The device of claim 3 wherein the needle, the pusher, the
anchor and a segment of the suture are received in a blunt end
holder which is received in a sterilized package.

7. The device of claim 3 wherein each of the pair of disks
defines two suture passages that each extend between oppo-
site faces of the disk.
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8. The device of claim 7 wherein the two suture passages
offset relative to each other and are nonconsecutive segments
of the tortuous pathway.
9. A suture clamp comprising:
a series of disks movable from a high profile suture sliding
configuration to a low profile clamped configuration;

the series of disks defining a sequence of suture passages
that are segments of a tortuous pathway through the
suture clamp;

each disk of the series of disks having opposite faces sepa-

rated by a thickness of the disk;

each of the suture passages extending through the thick-

ness between the opposite faces of one of the disks;
the tortuous pathway includes different segments between

faces of adjacent disks connecting consecutive suture

passages when in the low profile clamped configuration.

10. The suture clamp of claim 9 wherein the series of disks
is a single pair of disks joined by a hinge.

11. The suture clamp of claim 10 wherein the disks are also
joined by a clasp in the low profile suture clamped configu-
ration.

12. The suture clamp of claim 11 wherein the hinge is a
living hinge and the suture clamp is a homogenous integral
piece of plastic.

13. The suture clamp of claim 11 wherein the pair of disks
are identical to each other, with each including half of the
hinge and half of the clasp.

14. The suture clamp of claim 11 wherein each of the pair
of disks defines two of the suture passages that each extend
between opposite faces of the disk.

15. The suture clamp of claim 14 wherein the two suture
passages are offset relative to each other and are nonconsecu-
tive segments of the tortuous pathway.

16. A method of treating a patient utilizing a suture clamp
that includes a series of disks movable from a high profile
suture sliding configuration to a low profile clamped configu-
ration; the series of disks defining a sequence of suture pas-
sages that are segments of a tortuous pathway through the
suture clamp; each disk of the series of disks having opposite
faces separated by a thickness of the disk; each of the suture
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passages through the thickness between the opposite faces of
one of the disks; the tortuous pathway includes different
segments between faces of adjacent disks connecting con-
secutive suture passages when in the low profile clamped
configuration, the method comprising the steps of:

piercing through the abdominal skin into the stomach of

the patient with a needle of a gastrointestinal suture
anchor set device;

deploying an anchor of the device into the stomach by

advancing a pusher through the needle;

withdrawing the needle from the patient leaving a segment

of suture extending from outside the patient into the
stomach with one end attached to the anchor;

pulling the stomach against the abdominal wall of the

patient by tensioning the suture;

sliding the suture clamp in the high profile sliding configu-

ration along the suture toward the anchor such that the
suture moves through the sequence of suture passages
that are segments of the tortuous pathway through the
suture clamp; and

clamping the suture in the suture clamp by moving the

suture clamp from the high profile sliding configuration
to alow profile clamped configuration such that diftferent
segments of the suture are clamped between faces of
adjacent disks of the clamp while a segment of the suture
between the anchor and the suture clamp remains in
tension.

17. The method of claim 16 wherein the clamping step
includes pivoting the adjacent disks toward each other about
a hinge connecting the adjacent disks.

18. The method of claim 17 wherein the clamping step
includes joining the adjacent disks with a clasp positioned
opposite the hinge.

19. The method of claim 18 wherein each of the adjacent
disks defines two suture passages that each extend between
opposite faces of the disk.

20. The method of claim 19 wherein the two suture pas-
sages are offset to each other and are nonconsecutive seg-
ments of the tortuous pathway.
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